CAUSES OF THE WAR OF 1870

In the meantime, Prussia maintained, as had been
her habit all along, complete silence. From what
has since transpired, I am not far wrong, perhaps,
when I say that Bismarck and von Moltke were not
only studying plans to be in readiness in case action
should be necessary, but were preparing new "in-
cidents, '' if they should be necessary. On this point,
the Emperor has left this memorandum: "Bismarck
and his coterie were somewhat embarrassed, for it
appeared pretty clear that this Hohenzollern affair
was too Spanish to move very deeply northern Ger-
many, while it would produce still less effect on
the southern states. To awaken German patriotism
to the boiling point the incident must be exaggerated
in some way and national pride must be wounded.
"We learned on good authority that both Bavaria
and Wurtemberg were not at that moment dis-
pleased at the pass to which events might bring
Bismarck. In the meantime, Count von Beust was
advising the smaller states to circumscribe the con-
ditions of their alliance with the northern confed-
eration and only aid Prussia in case that an aggre-
sion came from France. The Berlin cabinet let it
be cleverly understood that it had nothing to do
with the Simaringen negotiation; that an aggressive
front would not be presented to France and that
only in the case of an attack would force be re-
sorted to. In the meanwhile, the more violent ar-
ticles from the Paris press were spread over the
land and public opinion throughout Germany grad-
ually worked up a tension. We at the head of af-
fairs saw the danger and feared what was coming.
From diplomatic sources we learned that von Thile
was still feigning ignorance of all that was going on
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